






















AND ALL OTHER ,
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES,
FOR THE

















Supervisors of Check List,
ARTHUR O. FULLER, LEONARD F. SMITH,
JOHN H. BROWN.
Auditors,
GEORGE W. GREEN, HEZEKIAH SCAMMON,
ARTHUR O. FULLER.
School Board,
JOHN D. LYMAN, ARTHUR O. FULLER,
JOHN A. BROWN.
Library Committee,
EDWARD H. OILMAN, CHARLES H. MERRILL,
JOHN A. BROWN, CHARLES E. BYINGTON,
JOHN T. PERRY, CHARLES H. KNIGHT, 2d,





WILLIAM H. NUTE, AMOS E. WHITLEY.
Engineers,
GEORGE H. GOOCH, Chief FRANK O. TILTON, Clerk,
ROSWELL P. THOMSON.
Police Officers,
GEORGE W. MUNSEY, Supt., C. FRED FIFIELD,
WILLIAM II. HAMILTON.
Valuation Town of Exeter.
904 polls, $90,400 00
Real estate, 2,329,790 00
509 horses, 39>875 00
44 oxen, 2,300 00
315 cows, 7,885 00
41 sheep, 219 00
13 hogs, 130 00
Fowls, 175 00
III carriages, 9,525 00
Stock in public funds, 14,050 00
" banks, etc., 19,800 00
" corporations out of state, 6,250 00
Money on hand, at interest or on deposit, 68,925 00

















































Taxes, 1895, $51,826 20
Outstanding taxes of 1893, 17 01
" " 1894, 4,386 08
Cash received through Selectmen, i5j342 67
" " Town Clerk, hcenses, 765 51
" " Fire department, 20 00
" for interest at banks, 56 64
*' for police fees, 77
Cash on hand Feb. 15, 1895, 9>575 28
Cr.
Payments as per summary, $65,454 46
Outstanding taxes, 1895, 4j2 77 22










Paid town bonds maturing March i, 1896, $1,500 00














Paid notes for borrowed money, $5,000 00
Support of Schools.
Paid Dana W. Baker, Treasurer,
Balance unpaid,
Appropriation,
Literary fund, from state.








School Text Books and Supplies.
Paid the Werner Co.,
9
State Tax.
Paid Solon A. Carter, State Treasurer, $6,395 00
Appropriation, 6,395 00
County Tax.
Paid A. L. P2nierson, County Treasurer, ^6,755 48
Appropriation, $6,500 00
Balance from contingent fund, 255 48
Exeter Water Works.
Paid for hydrant service,








Balance from contingent fund.
Board of Health.
Paid W. H. Nute, Health Officer,
A. E. Whitley, "
J. E. Lang,
John Templeton, printing,
Jas. H. Batchelder, wall paper,
A. S. Wetherell, medicine,




Paid O. A. Fleming, blankets, etc.,
C. C. Russell, groceries,
C. W. Barker,
Getchell & Taylor, supplies,
J. E. Barry, labor,
Thomas Tanner, "
Albert E. Day, "
Jacob P. Cilley, "
E^dmund R. Angell, analysis,
Gardner & Hilliard, supplies.





Hook and Ladder Co.,
Hose Co. No. i,
" No. 2,
" No. 3,
James I. Watson, engineer steamer,
Chas. P. Harvey, fireman steamer,
















Paid George Tattle, fireman,
Michael Kennedy, "
Charles Langley, "
William Flanigan, et al., extra labor,
Frank Brigham, " "
W. S. Day,
A. Smart, " "
Geo. F. Adams, " "
Geo. H. Gooch, Chief Engineer, extra
time and expenses,
F. O. Tilton, extra time and expenses,
J. C. Burlingame, hauling hose carriages,
A. M. Trefethen, "
Stephen M. Towle, "
John M. Clark, "
John Sweeney, "
C. E. Robinson, "
G. W. Robinson, "
A. E. Moore, "
Joseph Hobbs, "
C. S. Button, grain,
B. J. Perkins, hay,
J. R. Swasey, straw.
Weeks & Seward, medicine,
Exeter Gas Light Co.,






H. Irvine & Son,
Getchell & Taylor, repairs and supplies,
Exeter Machiae Works, labor and material,
J. G. C. Lord, paper hanging, etc.,
R. N. Elwell, lumber,
Abram Jenness, material and labor on
hook and ladder house, Court street,
12
12
Paid James I. Weston, stove and fixtures,
Geo. H. Brown, mason work,
James McNulty, concreting,
Chas. J. Donovan, sawing wood,
Exeter M'f'g Co., waste,
Glaister M'f'g Co., glaister,
Exeter Water Works, moving hydrants,
Gardner & Milliard, supplies,
B. & M. R. R. Co., rent of land,
" '' freight,
American Express Co., express,
Perkins & Co.'s express,
Chas. K. Fifield, keeper,
W. D. Thomas, witness,
G. W. Robinson, labor,
Andrew J. Morse &: Son, supplies,
Geo. M. Stevens, battery zincs,
Briggs & Allyn, doors and frame for en-
gine house,
Boston Belting Co., hose, cement, etc.,
H. W. Anderson, wood and coal,
Exeter Gas Light Co., steam fire alarm
whistle,
F. H. Lamson, labor and expense fire
alarm,
Electric Gas Lighting Co., vitriol, etc.,
F. A. Dallen, veterinary doctor.
Balance to contingent fund.
38
13
Paid Exeter Machine Works, repairs,
J. O. Whittemore, repairing lightning
rods,
H. W. Anderson, coal,
C. K. Fifield, janitor,
Received for use of hall,
Balance from contingent fund,
521 33





Paid E. K. Walker, special,
Frank Brigham, et al., special, hunting Lemay





George W. Munsey, teams for persons
to county farm,
Edmund R. Angell, analysis,
Robert Scott, sheriff fees,
George W. Weston, sheriff fees,




J. M. Clark, carriage hire and fares,
A. M. Trefethen, team hire, etc.,
James H. Batchelder, supplies,
Ezra S. Stearns,
James I. Weston, repairs,
Ciardner & Hilliard, supplies,
A. C. Sanborn, wall paper and hanging,
Frank Drew, whitewashing,
George F. Haynes, board persons,
F. H. Hervey, lunches,
K. Broderick, washing,
Patrick Broderick, labor,
Mrs. T. Leigh, labor.
Received in police court fines,
from G. W. Munsey,
Appropriation,




Paid D. W. Baker, agent, $750 00
D. T. Mills & Co., alcohol, 222 40
I. D. Richards & Sons, malts, wines,
spirits, etc., 761 39
D. W. Baker, fares, freight, trucking, etc., 55 20
Getchell & Taylor, supplies. 237
Received through Selectmen for sales,
Balance from contingent fund,
Support of Poor.
Paid Dr. W. B. Mack, *^ii3 00
H. W. Anderson, coal and wood, 302 32
L. B. Smith & Son, wood, 3 00
Joseph Pollequin, " 3 00
S. S. Perkins, , " 5 50
S. J. Colcord, " 61 12
J. H. Kimball, " 26 25
E. P. Robinson, groceries, 35 06
Gardner & Hilliard, " 74 70
Goodwin Bros., " 13 00
H. F. Dunn, " 24 00
C. C. Russell, " 87 63
Button Bros., " 115 78
C. E. Work, " 55 88
C. W. Barker, " 1 1 1 00
Exeter Cash Store, " 55 78
O. A. Fleming, undertaker, 107 50
J. W. Field, " 15 00
J. T. Hilliard & Son, milk, 3 40
J. W. Berry, " 2 33
L. S. Sanborn, " 7 99
i6





B. and M. R. R., tickets,
N. H. Orphans' Home, board
Crummett,
Mrs. A. J. Davis, aid,
Mrs. L. E." Batchelder, "
Mrs. Ann Weeks, "
Mrs. C. Dwyer, "
Miss Julia Broderick, board,
Mrs. A. D. Scott,








Charles W. Robinson, labor,
R. E. Goff,





Paid L. B. Smith, lumber,
George H. Young, labor and material,
Brown & Warren, labor, etc.,
J. W. Tilton, sewer assessments,
Getchell & Taylor, supplies,
Exeter Brass Works, "
Samuel Jennell, brick.
Weeks & Staples, masons,















Paid Auditors, $12 00
John D. Lyman, School Board, 1894-95, 75 00
John A. Brown, " 1895-96, 75 00
Dana W. Baker, Treasurer of School
Board, 75 00
John O'Neill, Fish and Game Warden, 10 00
George W. Munsey, dog officer, 20 00
Appropriation,
Balance from contingent fund.
19
Miscellaneous.
Paid Eastman, Young & O'Neill, attorneys, ^i88 94
Edson C. Eastman, stationery, 22 55
Dr. Wm. G. Perry, registering, 16 75
Dr. W. H. Nute, " 15 00
Dr. Robert Mason, " 32 25
Dr. W. B. Mack, " 16 50
Jas. H. Batchelder, supplies, 10 13
John Templeton, miscellanous printing, 41 98
John Templeton, town reports, no 00
Exeter Gazette, advertising and printing, 143 75
Geo. F. Moulton, oil, 2 95
H. M. CarHsle, " 415
H. F. Dunn, " 2 30
A. A. Towle, " I 38
London Bros., carpet and linings at new
school house, Court street, 46 29
David Barry, cleaning school house, 50
S. J. Colcord, closing street at shoe shop, 2 50
Samuel E. Brown, sewer drainage
privilege, 25 00
State Industrial School, 270 43
Shadrach Drew, right of way, 10 00
Frank M. Cilley, insurance, 17 50
Sebastian A. Brown, insurance, 45 00
Emmons O. Leavitt, street signs, 9 00
J. H. Kimball, mowing old cemetery, 12 00
B. & M. R. R., tickets, 3 30
T. B. Lyford, notifying town ofificers, 22 00
Wm. Morrill, examining records, 3 00
J. P. Swasey, distributing inventory blanks, 14 00
Jos. W. Merrill, sign boards, 1 5 00
E. G. Towle, veterinary, 26 00
Nealey & Wadleigh, filling and labor, 3 25
Western Union Telegraph Co., telegrams, i 26
20
Paid Exeter Gas Light Co., new posts and
lanterns,
John Johnston, ringing town bell,
Walter S. Beardslee, care town clock,
A. M. Trefethen, livery at various times,
Perkins & Co.'s express,
G. H. Young, carpenter,
John Sweeney, pluml)ing, etc.,
John M. Clark, damage by fire department, 15 oo
Geo. W. Green, labor,
Getchell & Taylor, supplies,
J. W. Tilton, purchase of property sold
for taxes,
C, H. Knight, excess tax,





Cash received through Selectmen, ^15,342
" " Town Clerk, 765
" " Tax Collector, 5Ij952
" for police fees,
" " zinc sold, 12
" " rent of old engine house, 8
" *' interest at banks, 56
Cash on hand Feb. 15, 1895, 9j575
Cr.
Paid town bonds maturing Mar. i, 1S95,
























Abatements credited as cash.
Cash discounts allowed Collector,












Town bonds, 4 per cent., $87,000 00
Notes payable, 5 per cent., 2,500 00
),5oo 00
Assets.
Outstanding taxes, 1895, $4,277 22
Cash on hand, February 15, 1896, 12,258 43
$16,535 65




We have examined the foregoing account and find that it is cor-
rectly cast and properly vouched, and that thereupon there is a
balance of twelve thousand two hundred fifty-eight 43-100 dollars
in the hands of the accountant ($12,258.43).
H. SCAMMON, 1 AuditorsARTHUR O. FULLER, j
^^^"^"'^''•
Exeter, N. H., March 5, 1896.
Chas. A. Merrill Fund.
INCOME TO BE DEVOTED TO THE SOLE PURPOSE OF PURCHASING
BOOKS FOR THE TOWN LUiRARY.
Capital invested in New Hampshire Trust Com-
pany's coupon bonds, $5,000 00
Income Received.
1895.
Aug. 5, Interest from C. A. Merrill Library
Fund, $100 00
1896.




Paid Town Library Committee, as per receipts.
Abner L. Merrill Fund.
Abner L. Merrill Fund of $1000.00. Capital invested in Bos-
ton and Maine bond, at 4 per cent, interest, payable in August and
February. Income to be devoted to prizes for rhetorical excel-
lence in the Exeter High School
:
Boston and Maine bond, $1,000 00
Accrued interest, 40 00
$1,040 00
CHARLES G. GOOCH, ) Selectmen
SAMUEL J. COLCORD, [ of
B. JUDSON PERKINS, ) Exeter.
Auditors' Report.




ARTHUR O. FULLER, ) ^^"'^^^o''^-
Exeter, N. H., March 4, 1896.
Harnett M. Merrill Fund.
Harriett M. Merrill Fund of ^2,000.00, for the purchase of
library books. Capital invested in bonds.
^1,000 Town of Champaign, 111., 4 i-2s school bonds.
^1,000 Town of Tecumseh, Mich., 5 s.
Paid Charles H. Merrill, Nov. 19, 1895, $47 50
" " Jan. 31, 1896, 25 00
'2 50
Aid to Soldiers.
Aid to dependent soldiers and their families from February 15,
1895, to February 15, 1896.
S. S. Hodgdon, $278 12
Albert Sinclair, 61 12
Mrs, A. J. Davis (burial expenses), 25 00
Moses F. Dow, 42 00
$406 24
CHARLES G. GOOCH, ) Selectmen
SAMUEL J. COLCORD, [ of
B. JUDSON PERKINS, ) Exeter.
Auditors' Report.




ARTHUR O. FULLER, j ^'^^^^i^o^"^-
Exeter, N. H., March 4, 1896.
Highway Agent's Report.





Feb. 16, Cash left over from last year, ^268 55
Apr. 13, of Town Treasurer, 500 00
" " 500 00
" " 500 00
" " 500 00
" " 500 00
" " 500 00
H. W. Anderson, on ac-
count of sidewalk, 1 7 00
Town Treasurer, 500 00
J. A. Tufts, for tree butt, 25
F. Boardman, for tree, 3 00
Town Treasurer, 250 00
May
26
Mar. 2, F. Boardman, labor,
H. H. Hayes, shoveling,
7, D. K. Nudd,
9, Gardner & Hilliard, paint for bridge,
J. C. Burlingame, breaking,
D. Bennett, "
H. H. Hayes, shoveling,
David J. Keller, "
P. Broderick, "
F. Boardman, labor,
H. L. Philbrook, salary,
12, S. M. Towle, breaking and sanding,
1 6, H. L. Philbrook, salary,
F. Boardman, labor,
D. J. Keller,
H. H. Hayes, "
23, John S. Pike, breaking,
Patrick Broderick, labor,
F. Boardman, "




J. P. Cilley, breaking and sanding,
Geo. W. Green, shoeing,
American Express Co., express,
April 2, W. A. Moore, sanding and breaking,
Carlisle Bros., tools,
6, H. F. Chase, sanding,
N. A. Swain, breaking,
F. Boardman, labor,
H. L. Philbrook, salary,
10, L. M. Jenness, labor,
C. E. Robinson, "
12, E. Page, brick,
13, H. L. Philbrook, salary,
F. Boardman, labor,





May 25, H. L. Philbrook, salary,
F. Boardman, labor,
June I, " "




13, M. G. Nealey, "






D. Oilman, team and gravel,
15, H. Scammon " work,
H, L. Philbrook, salary,
F. Boardman, labor,
18, J. Flanigan, labor,
21, A. Williams, "
22, D. Light, "
F. Boardmart, "
H. L. Philbrook, salary,
24, Samuel E. Brown, labor,
25, E. A. Tilton, sidewalk,
Oeorge A. Robinson, plank,
29, A. F. Oreenleaf, team and labor,
J. C. Burlingame, gravel,
Samuel E. Merrill, labor,
F. Boardman, "
H. L. Philbrook, salary,
July I, J. P, Swasey, labor,
S. Jannell, brick,
Jannell Brothers, sand,
J. C. Burlingame, brick,
5, Weeks & Staples, catch basin,
6, Lorenzo Nealey, labor and filling,











14, R. N. Elwell, lumber and cement,
W. N. Dow, concrete,





H. L. Philbrook, salary,
James C. Burlingame, gravel,
23, J. Flanigan, labor,
24, A. Williams, "
H. L. Philbrook, "
F. Boardman, "
John F. Palmer, ''
" shovel,
S. M. Towle, team work,
26, John H. Fogg, repairing fence,
James McNulty, concrete crossing,
Gilman Bros., "
30, Exeter Gas Co., tar.
Chapman & Soden, pitch,
31, John F. Palmer, labor,
F. L. Boardman, "
H. Philbrook, salary,
Sept. 4, Gardner & Hilliard, tools,
F. Boardman, labor,
5, D. K. Nudd, ''
George W. Green, shoeing,
Getchell & Taylor, tools,
7,
" spring seats for
carts,
George H. Young, labor,
H. L. Philbrook, salary,







Oct. 12, F. Boardman, labor,
19, John H. Kimball, team and lalior,
S. Jannell, brick,
H. L. Philbrook, salary,
F. Boardman, labor,
26, " "
H. L. Philbrook, salary.
Brown & Warren, labor,
R. N. Elwell, cement,
29, H. J. Robinson, bridge timber,
Nov. I, J. F. Palmer, labor.
Weeks & Staples, laying brick side-
walks,
2, H. L. Philbrook, salary,
F. Boardman, labor,
9,
Burlingame & Wilson, concreting,
16, John S. Pike, labor,
H. L. Philbrook, salary,
F. Boardman, labor,
22, Geo. W. Dearborn, concrete,
Exeter Machine Works, cinders,
Geo. A. Robinson, plank,
23, A. Young, tools, etc.,
F. Boardman, labor,
D. G. RolHns, "
Brown & Warren, laying bridge
plank,
30, Geo. W. Green, shoeing, etc.,
Gardner & Hilliard, tools,
Dec. 7, F. Boardman, labor,
H. L. Philbrook, salar)'^,
John F. Palmer, labor,
13, L. M. Jenness, "
14, F. Boardman, "
17, Gardner & Hilliard, tools,
Getchell & Taylor, nails, etc.,
559
?>?>
Dec. 21, James W. Moulton, gravel,
F. Boardman, labor,
24, R. N. Elwell, lumber,
28, C. Currier, labor,
H. L. Philbrook, salary,
F. Boardman, labor,
30, H, G. Burley, gravel,
31, Exeter Machine Works, cinders,
1896.
Jan. I, Geo. W. Green, shoeing,
W. A. Moore & Son, breaking,
4, Weeks & Staples, catch basin,
Geo. L. Stokell, team and labor,




16, A. S. Wetherell, curbing,
18, F. Boardman, labor,
H. L. Philbrook, salary,
22, M. Conner, gravel,
25, Getchell & Taylor, nails,
F. Boardman, labor,
H. L. Philbrook, salary,
30, S. S. Dudley, labor,
31, R. N. Elwell, lumber,
Feb. I , Geo. A. Thurston, repairing fence,
H. L. Philbrook, salary,
F. Boardman, labor,
5, A. J. Fogg, repairs,
7, W. A. Moore, breaking,
8, Howard F. Chase, breaking,
F. Boardman, labor,
H. L. Philbrook, salary,
C. Currier, labor,
D. J. Keller, "
H. Irvine & Son, repairs,
John M. Wadleigh, bridge plank.
$6
34
Feb. 12, S. R. Peavey, labor and team work, $22 00
H. H. Hayes, labor, i 50
13, S. W. Perkins, labor and team work, 16 25
Gardner & Hilliard, tools, 60
C. E. Robinson, breaking and sanding, 25 41
C. C. Hayes, " sand, 44 95
S. M. Towle, " sanding, 22 00
GetchgU & Taylor, hods, 2 94
Geo. W. Green & Son, shoeing, etc., 6 38




L. B. Smith & Son, labor, 7 00
W. A. Moore, breaking and sanding, 8 54
15, L. M. Jenness, labor,
C. Currier, "
F. Boardman, "
H. L. Philbrook, salary,
W. H. C. FOLLANSBY, Highway Agent.
I
Recommendations.
The committee appointed at the last annual meeting to recom-
mend what sums of money should be raised for the expenditures of
the town for the year 1896-7, have attended to that duty, and rec-
ommend that the town raise the followinsj sums :





Payment of town bonds,
Interest on town debt,
Water works.
Fire department,

























W. H. C. FOLLANSBY,
W. N. DOW,
E. S. THYNG.
^Figures for County and State taxes not yet obtainable.
Police Commissioners' Report.
The Board of Police Commissioners for the town of Exeter or-
ganized March nth, 1895, in acccordance with the Act of Legisla-
ture providing for its appointment.
J. E. Gardner was elected chairman and H. W. Anderson clerk.
The* Board has been in session at Police headquarters the first
Tuesday in each month for the purpose of hearing any complaints
and transacting routine business.
In payment of officers' salaries and the other expenses of the de-
partment orders upon the Town Treasurer have been given to the
amount of ^2,249.70. The items of this expense account will be
found in the report of the Town Treasurer for the current term.
The general order throughout the town has been good the past
year.
JOHN E. GARDNER, ") p ,.
GEO. A. WENTWORTH, f^ ^
^^^
H. W. ANDERSON, j Commissioners.
Chief Engineer's Report.
I herewith submit my fourth annual report, giving account of fires
and alarms for the year, and the condition of the apparatus under
my charge.
We have responded to fourteen alarms.
April 14, box 23. Call for help from Rockingham Junction. We
were loaded on cars when word came the fire was under control, so
our services were not required.
April 14, box 42. Small blaze on roof of Daniel Smith's house
on River street.
April, 19, box 25. Call for help from the Selectmen irw Lemay
case.
May 7, box ;^8. Small fire under the Episcopal church. Dam-
age $20 ; covered by insurance.
May 10, box 25. Small brush fire in Oilman Bros.' pasture. No
damage.
June I, box 53. Smoke house of Charles Haley; total loss.
Damage, ^75.
June 17, false alarm.
June 23, box 23. House of Mrs. Emma Tuttle, corner of Car-
roll and Myrtle streets. Damage ^630 ; covered by insurance.
June 24, box 25. Fire in woods back of John Pike's, wood be-
longing to Star Brick Co., Epping. Damage, $150.
June 25, box 58. Fire in Newell Tilton's shed. Slight damage.
July 23, box 34. House of George Richards on Front street.
Damage to house and contents, ^2,100; covered by insurance.
August 16, box 25. Gerrish barn on Brentwood road. Dam-
age, $50 ; total loss.
September 20, box 25. Barn belonging to Franklin Tuttle. Loss
^75-
December 31, box 23. False alarm.
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We have added i,ooo feet of new hose from the appropriation of
I500 last year.
The apparatus under my charge, and the department as a whole,
is in good condition with the exception of the house of Hose Co.,
No. 2, on Spring street.
The Hook and Ladder has moved into its new room in the
old town hall, which is thoroughly appreciated by the members.
My acknowledgments are hereby made to my Assistant Engineers
and members of the department for advice and interest manifested






Hon. Board of Trustees of the Robinson Seminary :
Sirs
:
—The period covered by the following report is the spring
term of the last year and the fall and winter terms of the present
year.
EVENTS OF THE LAST YEAR.
The summer term was marked by several events of importance
to the school. Miss Griffin, after nearly two years of pains-taking
service, retired on account of ill health. Miss Lillian E. Downes,
a graduate of Boston University, and a teacher of experience, was
secured to finish the year's work in Oreek and Latin.
At the close of the course in Domestic Science, the pupils of
the advanced class in cooking prepared and served a simple lunch
for the teachers and trustees— a demonstration of the proficiency of
the pupils and of the ability of the new teacher of cooking to secure
profitable results from the work of the department. The lunch
was pronounced by all who partook of it worthy to grace any table
or any occasion, and was prepared at an actual cost of but nine-
teen cents per plate.
The interest in the making of bread and in the contest for the
Burlingame prizes was most gratifying. The address on the occa-
tion of the exhibition of the bread was given by Mrs. Estelle M.
Merrill of Boston.
The Normal class of six pupils was graduated on the afternoon
of Friday, June 7, with interesting teaching exercises and essays, in
place of the address by some educator, as has been the practice for
some years past.
The closing event of the school year was the annual commence-
ment exercises when a class of sixteen young ladies was graduated,
and the Seminary reluctantly parted with a class that for scholar-
40
ship, womanly character and loyalty to the highest interests of the
school will long be held in affectionate remembrance.
CHANGES IN INSTRUCTORS AND IN TEACHING.
At the close of the year, Miss Downes was offered and accepted
the position left vacant by Miss Grififin. A natural teacher and a
careful scholar. Miss Downes brings to her work the thorough
training and high ideals of classical study gained by study and
teaching in the Girls' Latin school in Boston.
It was with deep regret in the latter part of August that I received
a letter from Miss Lucy Bell, informing me of her impaired health
and consequent purpose to resign her position as teacher of Art.
For twenty-five years. Miss Bell was the skilful teacher of drawing
and painting, an inspiration to refinement and good taste, the per-
sonal friend of every pupil and teacher in the school. By appointing
Miss Moulton to the vacancy in the art department, I was enabled
to make additions to the course of study demanded by the " new
education " to provide for which I had been at my wit's end.
By study at the Stone Art school and with private teachers. Miss
Moulton had fitted herself for an art teacher before engaging in
other work at the Seminary. While teaching in the Seminary she
has made herself proficient in microscopy and prepared to teach
Biology, in addition to the art work.
The addition of college requirements to the academic course has
made the work in Greek and Latin more than can be done by one
teacher. Miss Moulton therefore assists Miss Downes in the teach-
ing of Latin, for which her course in Wellesley has well fitted her.
To the position in the Preparatory department, relinquished by
Miss Moulton, Miss Mabel Barstow was appointed. Miss Barstow
is a graduate of Mount Holyoke college and has had four years
experience in teaching in the high school in Camden, Maine. A
stranger to our pupils and our methods, Miss Barstow has taken up
the work with skill and energy, and maintained the standard of
excellence attained by her predecessor, averting the retrogression
often consequent upon a change of teachers.
The problem of increasing the teaching force in the academic
department without greatly increasing the expense has been satis-
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factorily met. To the work of the French and German depart-
ment, Prof. Faulhaber has added the mediceval and modern
European history with the junior and senior classes. In addition
to her normal work, Miss Wiggin teaches English history with the
Fifth class, and civil government and moral science with the Senior
class.
CHANGES IN AND ADDITIONS TO THE COURSE OF STUDY.
A systematic course in English and American literature has been
devised, extending over the eight years ; a history course of five
years, beginning with the history of the United States in the third
year and concluding with the modern history of Europe with the
Senior year, has been provided ; the amount of time devoted to
mathematics and English in the academic years has been doubled
;
music and art study have been made optional with French, and
each is reckoned as one study for graduation ; more opportunity is
given for those studies especially required for admission to college
;
an option between biology and an experimental course in physics
is offered ; the Prang system of modeling and drawing, vertical
writing and sewing have been added to the preparatory course
normal methods of teaching drawing have been introduced into
the normal year.
By the new arrangement every pupil in the academic course has
some option in subjects. Candidates for a diploma must choose a
schedule of work that will give a minimum of seventeen recitations
per week and a maximum of twenty- two. I find that pupils are
apt to choose more subjects than is consistent with thoroughness or
their own strength, and so this year I have devoted much time to con-
ferring with and advising pupils in regard to their choice of studies.
SEWING.
As has been mentioned above, sewing has been added to the pre-
paratory course. Instruction is given by Miss Elizabeth Barrows,
who has made herself conversant with the system in use in the
schools of Brookline, Mass. The system as developed, and taught
by Miss Johnson of Brookline, is a system in the best sense of the
term—besinnins; with the rudiments of the art of needle-work and
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advancing by logical gradations to the cutting and making of plain
garments.
The work was begun with the First and Second classes and ex-
cellent progress has been made, adding a second valuable subject to
our department of Domestic Science, which has for its aim the
teaching of our girls to become enthusiastic home-makers.
The new work has been practically aided by the generosity of
one of the ladies of. our town, who has offered prizes of five, three,
and two dollars each, for proficiency and improvement in sewing.
HARRIETT M. MERRILL PRIZES.
The gift of Dr. Abner L. Merrill of one thousand dollars, pro-
viding for the awarding of two prizes for composition and two for
debate annually, will prove a strong stimulus to effort in these sub-
jects, as well as an incentive to excellence in all the work of the
school. Already much interest and application in debating are
manifested by the pupils in the exercises of their literary society and
an encouraging proficiency attained by some of the older girls, as
was shown in the recent joint debate with the literary societies of
the Phillips Academy.
IMPROVEMENTS IN THE EQUIPMENT OF THE SCHOOL.
The gymnasium has been converted into a studio and furnished
with easels and drawing boards for a class of thirty-five. A consid-
erable number of casts. Prang, and other models have been pur-
chased. The room formerly used by Miss Bell for a drawing room
has been fitted up for a sewing room and the necessary supplies pro-
cured. A biological laboratory has been made on the first floor,
with working tables, aquaria and appliances for vegetable and ani-
mal cultures. Six Leitz compound microscopes have been imported
from Germany, and other apparatus sufificient for a class of fourteen
pupils purchased. I have procured the special apparatus required
for an experimental college preparatory course in physics suf^cient
for a class of eight or ten pupils to carry the work through the sub-
ject of Heat. As the expense is large I have not felt justified in
making further purchases this year, but intend to complete the
equipment of a modern physical laboratory during the next school
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year. In all the labor of these many changes our janitor, Mr. Frank
Brigham, has been my constant and tireless helper. To his willing-
ness, energy, and skill in the use of tools are due great credit and a
great saving in expense.
GIFTS AND LOANS.
In addition to the rhetorical prizes and sewing prizes mentioned,
other friends have remembered the Seminary with gifts and loans.
The graduates of the first seven classes have presented a fine oil por-
trait of Dr. Stearns, the first principal. Gifts to the art collection
have been made as follows : Hunt's " Flight of Time," by the class
of 1895 ; two casts of Donatello's angels and a cast of Maiano's
Madonna by the class of 1889. Twenty-six historical pictures pur-
chased in Paris from funds contributed by the pupils have been
framed and hung on the walls. Mr. Charles Burley has given to the
library a richly illustrated volume of American art. I gratefully ac-
knowledge other gifts and loans as follows : to the natural history
collections, Capt. A. C. Grout, minerals ; Mr, H. C. Colton, glass
sponge ; Mrs. Henry Irvine, bulbs ; Hon. J. C. A. .Wingate, speci-
mens from China and India ; to the Domestic Science department,
Mrs. Edward Graney, Miss Cleora Kimball and Miss E. H. Baker,
ancient samplers, Mrs. G. N. Cross, table linen.
VISITING DAY.
On Tuesday, February 18, the teachers issued invitations for a
"visitors' day" at the Seminary, asking the public to witness the
usual work of a school day. Although the day proved cold and
stormy, two hundred persons responded. The new work in clay
modeling and drawing, the biological laboratory, the cooking classes,
the sewing, the music, and the many recitation rooms were visited
with evident pleasure. And when our guests went home many as-





To THE Trustees, of the Robinson Female Seminary and
Selectmen of Exeter :
The undersigned, Treasurer of the Robinson Female Seminary,
submits the following report for the year ending February 29, 1896 :
Receipts.
Received dividends on stocks, $5,869 00
Interest on bonds, etc., 4,680 72
for exempt taxes on New York
bank stock for year 1895,
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Lecture by Mrs. Merrill,
Jani tress.
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A gift from Dr. A. L. Merrill to establish a rhetorical
prize fund, ^i,ooo oo
INVESTMENTS SINCE THE LAST REPORT.
^i,ooo bond, Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe 4s, has
been sold, net, ^732 50
The mortgage on the P. B. Yeager loan, Helena, Mon-
tana, has been foreclosed and we are receiv-
ing income from the property, 2,500 00
The loan with the Lombard Investment Co. is in process
of foreclosure, 2,200 00
We are receiving no income from the loan with the
Davidson Investment Co., which is in the
hands of receivers, 4,400 00
And the two bonds of the American Investment Co., 3,400 00
The other investments are paying regular dividends.
In November, 1895, Dr. Abner L. Merrill honored the Seminary
in the gift of ^1,000.00 Boston and Maine Railroad bond, 4s, to
establish a Rhetorical Prize Fund.
Respectfully submitted,
JOHN E. GARDNER, Treasurer.
Auditors' Report.
We have examined the foregoing account of John E. Gardner,
Treasurer, and find the same correctly cast and properly vouched,
and we find a balance in the hands of the Treasurer of fourteen
hundred seventy-four dollars, sixty cents ($1,474.60).
EDWIN G. EASTMAN, ^






The committee on the Public Library submits the following re-
port of the receipts and expenditures of the year ending Febru-
ary 15, 1896 :
Receipts.
Cash on hand, Feb. 15, 1895, ^89 31
Town appropriation, IjSoo 00
Charles A. Merrill fund, 200 00
Harriett M. Merrill fund, 72 50
Fines and books replaced, 38 84
From contingent fund, 150 00
^2,050 65
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partment the following magazines : Harper's Monthly, Atlantic,
Century, Scribner's. These may be taken out each month as pub-
Hshed, and kept for three days. A fine of ten cents a day is
charged for overtime.
Any magazine in the reading room may, when the next number
is received, be taken from the library in the same manner as any
book.
There have been 17,111 books taken from the circulating de-
partment in the past year; making an average of about 56 a day.
The largest number on any one day was 173, on February 23, 1895.
Our Librarian, Miss Moulton, is one of the most efficient in the
state of New Hampshire, and can give great assistance to any one
engaged in looking up a subject, as many of our citizens have
already discovered.
On account of many requests for a finding-list which might be
used at home, we have been at work on a complete catalogue
which will be out in a short time. The expense of preparing and
getting out this catalogue is so great, that in order that we may be
able to sell it at the nominal sum of 25 cents, we hope that the
town will either assume the bill of printing, or so increase the
library ap])ropriation that the payment of said bill will not cripple
us for the year to come.
The past year is the first year when the library has not been
closed in the summer.
The following gifts have been presented to the library, and we
take this way of acknowledging their receipt : Public Documents
from Washington, D. C, 66 vols. ; J. B. Walker, Concord, N. H.,
2 vols. ; New Hampshire Reports, 8 vols. ; Alfred Conner, 30 vols.
;
Hon. \Vm. E. Chandler, i vol. ; Chas. G. Conner, 30 vols. ; Misses
Mary and Lucy Gordon, 28 vols. ; Col. A. A. Folsom, 2 vols. ; Miss
Thomson, i vol. ; Fitchburg Library, i pamphlet ; Dover Public
Library, 2 pamphlets ; Rutland Free Library, i pamphlet. And
also the complete library owned by the Natural History Society is
stored with us.
The reading room has this year come out strong as a feature of
our work. There have been 13,407 visitors, who have used the
various periodicals kept there. This is an average of about 43
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each day. February 8th was the largest day, with loi visitors.
Since Decoration day the reading room has been open every
hohday.
The following gifts have been presented to the reading room :
From Mrs. Akerman, Home Missionary ; Mr. Jno. T. Perry, New
Hampshire Record ; Mrs. C. H. Bell, Critic ; Harvard University,
Report 1894-95; Institute of Technology, Catalogue 1895-96
;
Mrs. K. Davis, two' numbers Northfield Echo ; A. P. A.'s of Exeter,
The American Citizen.
During the past year we have received from our former towns-
man, Mr. Daniel C. French, a bronze bust of his father, Judge
Henry F. French, who was one of the men influential in starting
our library at the outset.
We have also received, anonymously, through Prof. B. L. Cilley,
two large pictures of the Cathedral in Exeter, f^ngland.
By the kindness of the Misses Gordon we have now quite a
collection of French and German books.
As may be seen by referring to the figures above given, a large
number of our citizens get the full benefit of the Public Library;
but some say that they never have been in the building. To all such
we, the committee, urge a speedy visit; as they surely will find
something to interest them, and a further acquaintance with the
Public Library and its accommodations will prove of great benefit to
them. We endeavor, as far as our money will allow, to get books
and periodicals which will interest all classes.
We hope that our fellow-citizens and others will kindly remem-
ber us with books which interest them, in order that we may add to











Report of the School Board.
From April i, 1895, to December 31, 1895, inclusive.
Receipts.
Balance on hand April i, $32 04
Received from Town Treasurer,* 7)3oo 00
" " tuition from non-resident pu-
pils, 100 00










To the iiihalntaiits of the Town of Exeter qualified to vote in toivn affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall, in said town, on the
second Tuesday of March next, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, to act on the
following subjects:
1st. To choose by ballot and major vote a Town Clerk.
2nd. To choose liy ballot and major vote three Selectmen.
3rd. To choose by ballot and major vote two Trustees of Robinson Female
Seminary; one for the vmexpired term, occasioned by the death of Charles G.
Conner, Esq., and one for the term of seven years.
4th. To choose all other necessary town officers, auditors, or committees for
the ensuing year.
5th. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary for the support of
schools, for the maintenance of the poor, for repairing the highways, for re-
pairing and building bridges, for repairing and building sidewalks, for building
drains and sewers, for payment of the town debt, for lighting the streets, for
defraying the expense of decorating the graves of Union Soldiers, and for all
other charges arising within the town, and the pay of the firemen for the ensu-
ing year.
6th. To see what action the town will take in regard to a building inspector.
7th. To see what action the town will take with regard to the interest of
the county in the town hall building.
8th. To see if the town will vote to instruct the Selectmen to obtain by
contract a tract of land adjoining on the west the land on which stands the
town library, bounded as follows : Beginning at the southwest corner of the
lot of land on which the town library stands and running westerly by Front
street, thirty feet, thence running northerly on a line parallel with the westerly
line of the library lot one hundred feet, thence running easterly on a line
parallel with Front street to a line coinciding with said westerly line of said
library lot, thence southerly to the point of beginning, for the use of the town
liVjrary, and also to instruct said Selectmen, if the town cannot obtain said land
for a reasonable price by contract, to take said land above described and assess
the damages therefor, agreeably to Section Six, Chapter Forty of the Public
Statutes of New Hampshire, and vote to appropriate money therefor.
9th. Upon petition of A. J. Hoyt and fifteen others, to see if the town will
vote to authorize the Selectmen to lease the lot of land northeast of the old
cemetery near the pound to S. H. Gale, Mrs. Charles Marseilles, Mrs. Rosa
Akerman, Frank W. Swallow, Christian S. Button, George Dudley, Charles
L. Johnson, Lewis Fogg, Gilbert G. L. Remick, Jacob P. Cilley and their
associates, for the purpose of placing upon it a building to be used for reli-
gious, educational and social purposes.
CHARLES G. GOOCH, ") Selectmen
SAMUEL J. COLCORD, \ of
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